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SADE001 Digital Ethnography, 7.5 credits, third cycle 
The course was adopted by the Board of the Lund University Faculty of Social 
Sciences 23 November 2017 and the syllabus was approved by the Research 
Studies Council 13 December 2017 and was last revised on 27 March 2019 

The syllabus is valid from spring semester 2019. 

 

A. General information 
The course is offered by the Faculty of Social Sciences as an interdisciplinary 
third-cycle course in social sciences. 

The language of instruction is English. 

 

B. Learning outcomes 
On completion of the course, the student shall: 

Knowledge and understanding 
• Demonstrate understanding of the particular characteristics of online and 

offline environments – including the intersection, and their implications for 
ethnographical methods. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the digital ethnographical practices and an 
understanding of their epistemological background. 

Competence and skills 
• Produce, analyse and present digital ethnographies using various forms of 

verbal and written communication. 

• Evaluate the empirical claims of digital ethnographies for different research 
issues, especially associated with the intersection of online and offline. 

Judgement and approach 
• Demonstrate critical evaluation, including the potentials and limits, of 

digital ethnographical approaches to online and offline environments within 
the social sciences. 

• Assess empirical research in terms of how reliable, valid and situated it is in 
relation to critical studies of digital media, culture and society. 
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C. Course content 
The course is based on a digital ethnographical approach in order to study how 
social interaction and social worlds today are played out in online and offline 
environments. Thereby traditional social scientific concepts and distinctions are 
articulated in new ways. It follows the inductive and iterative principle of 
ethnographical methods, which means that it starts off in the concrete 
methodological practices, and will thereafter move the focus to theoretical aspects, 
necessary for the analytical craft. Essential here is that the course is practice-led, 
meaning that the critical social and cultural theories will be approached through 
digital ethnographical practice.  

The course is loosely structured in four parts. The aim of the introductory part is to 
define and outline digital ethnography as a method and as a research field. The 
second part focuses on socialities; how they are expressed and how they can be 
studied across online and offline contexts. In the third part we will use particular 
digital ethnographical tools to study selves and social interaction. The, ‘thick 
description and poetic writing’, is about the craft of observation and the aesthetic 
aspects of presentation. Overall, the course critically examines how digital 
ethnography offers a reflexive knowledge about the intersections between online 
and offline realms, subjective and material relations, the interplay between the 
private and the public, as well as socio-cultural differences due to gender, ethnicity 
and class. 

 

D. Course design 
The teaching consists of lectures, seminars and workshops. 

Unless there are valid reasons to the contrary, compulsory participation in seminars 
and workshops is required. Students who have been unable to participate due to 
circumstances such as accidents or sudden illness will be offered the opportunity to 
compensate for or re- take compulsory components. This also applies to students 
who have been absent because of duties as an elected student representative. 

 

E. Assessment 
Assessment is based on the following: 

• an empirically based, individual written, essay related to a selected method, 
literature and area as studied during the course. The essay has a focus on 
methodological reflection and evaluation as well as analytical depth, 

• group based oral presentations on course literature for seminars, 

• group based assignments for seminars and workshops. 

The course includes opportunities for assessment at a first examination, a re-sit close to 
the first examination and a second re-sit for courses that have ended during that 
school year. Two further re-examinations on the same course content are offered 
within a year of the end of the course. After this, further re- examination 
opportunities are offered but in accordance with the current course syllabus. 

The examiner, in consultation with Disability Support Services, may deviate from the 
regular form of examination in order to provide a permanently disabled student with 
a form of examination equivalent to that of a student without a disability. 
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F. Grades 
The grading scale consists of Pass and Fail. A grade of Pass requires that the 
doctoral student fulfils the stated learning outcomes for the course. 

At the start of the course students are informed about the learning outcomes stated 
in the syllabus and about the grading scale and how it is applied in the course. 

 

G. Entry requirements 
To be admitted to the course, students must have been admitted to third cycle 
studies. Doctoral students from the Faculty of Social Sciences at Lund University 
have precedence if a selection process for applicants is required. 
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